SCREWCAPS

REASONS
10 LOVE

Cork may have its place in ageworthy bottles, but to guarantee taint-free,
fresh wines, our experts will turn to screwcaps this summer. Here’s why...

Steven Spurrier

Decanter consultant editor

The screwcap closure
1 one of the best things to
have happened to wine
in my lifetime. It retains
the freshness of light,
simple wines and allows
the fruit of the more
complex to develop
dowly, while retaining their original
purity. With potential reduction issues under
Stelvin not totally solved, and the percentage
of corked wine having fallen to about 2%,
cork, rather than Stelvin, may stll be the
closure for the future, as it was in the past.
But this would ignore such problems as
premature and random oxidation, bottle
variation once mature and the clear fact that
only top-quality corks really perform
correctly, Not all wines need screwcaps to
show off their inherent and future quality
but here are five that will reap the benefit:

Jean-Claude Boisset, Marsannay,
Burgundy, France 2006 # % % *
50-year-old Chardonnay vines have
produced a stunning lemony wine with
the structure of 2 Meursault from 16
months in oak and a youthfulness whose
development will be fascinating to

track. £13.85-£13.95; DIl, N&P

Marchand-Burch, Pinot Noir, Great
Southern, Western Australia 2007 # # * %
These low-vigour vineyards are the
region’s coolest. Black cherries and red
berries with zest and depth. Will develop
in the next few years and the Stelvin will
retain the wine's lively freshness. £25; Bib

28 | AUGUST 2008

Yalumba, The Virgilius Eden Valley
Viognier, South Australia 2007 * # * *
Floral, peach, apricot and almaond nose.
Luscious, with its 14.5% alcohol in balance
and great complexity. Will keep at least
five years. £23.20-£24.50; Neg, PmW, Sel

Louis Jadot, Beaujolais Ros€, Burgundy,
France 2007 % 4 %

Pretty and zippy with lightly explosive fruit.
A wine that would be killed by oxidation,
yet under screwcap will retain its vibrant
charm well into next year. £7.99; Wai

Rustenberg, Roussanne, Stellenbosch,
South Africa 2006 * * *

Full, spicy nose with hints of marzipan.
Potentially complex and needs the Stelvin
closure to retain its liveliness while it
opens up through to 2010. £14.99-£17.99;
L&S, SAW, Sec, Wmb

Linda Murphy

Decanter’s west coast correspondent

” My 10 reasons for
embracing screwcaps:
10. No more wounds
from jagged foils
9. You can open a bottle
on a flight in secret
8. Open bottles fit in
3 the refrigerator door
7. No wax on bottle necks
6. No embarrassing moments when the
wine server struggles to remove the cork
5. Nervous wine servers catch a break
4. Gallo Thunderbird drinkers get a sense
of satisfaction in knowing that they open
their wines just like everyone else
3. When faced with a tabletul of wines to

taste, [ open the screwcapped wines first.
2. The chck of opening a screwecap 1s just
as sexy as the pop ot a cork. Really!

1. No more debate about whether a wine 1s
corked. Now we argue about reduction.
My top five this summer:

Felton Road, Dry Riesling, Central Otago,
New Zealand 2007 +
Mouthwatering grapefruit, passionfruit
and lime. Succulent and racy with just
enough richness to counter the high
acidity. £13.94-17,95; Ave, BBR, J&B, L&S

Lawson’s Dry Hills, Gewurztraminer,
Marlborough, New Zealand 2007 # # # % %
Expressive lychee, rose petal and spice
explode from the bottle. Spicy, luscious
and very refreshing. £10-£10.57; Evy, You

Bonny Doon, Le Cigare Volant Red,
California, USA 2004 * # % *

This Chateauneuf-du-Pape-style blend is
substantial yet balanced, with California-
ripe fruit, earth and leather notes, and
firm tannins. £23.31-£25.75; BBR, Grr, You

Pewsey Vale, Eden Valley Riesling,

South Australia 2007 # % * *

Rich yet bracing with minerality, citrus,
unripe pineapple flavours and an
elegance that works as an aperitif and at
table. £9.40-£10; Cmb, Evy, Nid, PrV/

La Vielle Ferme, Rosé, Cotes du Ventoux,
France 2007 + % %

A delicious everyday quaff with fresh
berry and cherry flavours, crisp acidity
and hints of liguorice and spice on the
finish. £6.49-£7.52; Cmb, Evy
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