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Santa Barbara County is a place of remarkable
diversity. There’s inspiring natural beauty—the
ocean, mountains and rustic inland valleys that
have been home to generations of farmers and
ranchers. But that’s just the start. Santa Barbara
contains some of the most affluent areas in the
United States, and there’s a wealth of amenities
to lure travelers: outstanding restaurants with
terrific wine lists, world-class resorts and all the
easy refinement of a region long known as the
American Riviera.

Then there's the wine, of course, which reflects
the diversity of a county that encompasses more
than 2,700 square miles. There are currently about
22,000 acres of vines planted throughout Santa
Barbara (Napa County, by comparison, has 45,000
acres; Russian River Valley has about 16,000). In
general, Santa Barbara County is a cool, mild re-
gion for grapegrowing. The growing season tends
to be longer than that of Northern California, and
harvest rain rarely forces the issue.

Regions closer to the Pacific Ocean, such as
Santa Maria Valley and Sta. Rira Hills, are espe-
cially cool, and growers there have focused on
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Syrah. Farther
inland, there is more emphasis on Bordeaux
varieties. Results to the east have been mixed, and
area vintners are intensifying efforts to match
warmer sites with suitable grape varieties.

The modern wine industry is a relatively recent

The Santa Barbara Mission was the 10th California mission to be founded by the Spanish Franciscans, who planted ~ rrival to Santa Barbara. Though vines were
vines to make sacramental wine. The original building was constructed in 1786, then rebuilt several times. brought here from Mexico in the 18th century,

the first modern plantings yielded grapes in 1968.
In 1975, Firestone became the first area producer to make wine
from local grapes. Throughout the 1970s and '80s, North Coast
producers bought the vast majority of Santa Barbara grapes to use
in high-volume blends.

But the Santa Barbara wine industry has come on fast in the past
decade. Pinot Noir is the big story now, and since the release in
2004 of Sideways, interest in the variety and the region has ex-
panded dramatically. “My guess is that tourist traffic has increased
at least 50 percent, if not doubled,” says Jim Fiolek, executive
director of the Santa Barbara County Vintners Association.

Although the movie sparked consumer interest, the earliest plant-
ings of Santa Barbara Pinot Noir date from 1969. As producers have
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